Jaquet Droz: meticulous hand
painting of the miniature rooster
sculpture for the ‘Petite Heure
Minute Rooster Watch’.

Chinese New Year 2017 is the year of the Fire
Rooster (the tenth animal in the calendar) believed to bring about an increase in civility,
where people will be more respectful to each
other, less stuck in their own ways and more
able to restrain themselves. The New Year starts
on 28 January 2017 and celebrations continue
till 15 February 2018. It is said that in this year
hard work and patience will be rewarded, with
the emphasis on progress, honour and integrity.
As with many great qualities it is important to
remind ourselves of these goals throughout
2017 and beyond and surely there is no better way than wearing a jewel or watch created
in accordance with the rooster symbolism. It
doesn’t matter whether or not you were born
under this sign since we will all benefit from
the same trend. The rooster is a flamboyant
creature whose attributes lend themselves to
beautiful renditions: the majesty of the comb,
the panache of the successive layers of sickles
and saddle feathers, the fluffy body, hackles
and cape; such an ensemble of lavish elements
provides a richness of possibilities for jewellers
via precious gemstones and ingenious settings
or exquisite carving, and for watchmakers to
use the blank canvas of the dial to imagine allegorical tributes to the bird.

The Chinese New Year could also be celebrated by opting for designs that reflect the colour
scheme of the Fire Rooster year. Yellows and
browns are recommended and so I have selected two sensational pieces (one by Cartier
and the other by Moussaieff).
Last but not least, it seemed to be the perfect occasion to commend two highly talented
Chinese private jewellers, whose coveted creations are sold to connoisseurs worldwide.
So whether you decide to go literal or symbolical, simply embrace the Year of the Fire Rooster
in style with the following exceptional tokens!

www.vancleefarpels.com
Van Cleef & Arpels
9 New Bond Street
London W1S 3SW
Tel: +44 (0) 207 705 0606

‘Poule et Coq Clips’ in 18K white gold, yellow
gold, round and baguette-cut diamonds,
round and baguette-cut rubies, pear-shaped
and baguette-cut mauve sapphires, round
pink and yellow sapphires, round spessartite
garnets, round and buff-topped black spinels,
white cultured pearls, price on application.

L’Arche de Noé, Van Cleef & Arpels’ benevolent menagerie
was first unveiled in August 2016. The French high jeweller
has a long tradition of clip making (the ballerina and fairy
series being the most iconic), and notably a deep affection
for the animal kingdom.
Couples (male and female, and in some instances mother
and child) are either joined in an amorous embrace or separated yet communicating with each other. The ‘Poule et
Coq’ clips have a charming quality; they are graceful and
point to enduring love as shown by the hen brooding her
eggs (white pearls), while the rooster regally stands within
protective reach.

www.faberge.com

‘Golden Guilloché Enamelled Pendant
Egg’ in 18K yellow gold set with diamonds,
concealing an 18K gold carved rooster
with diamond eyes.

The rooster pendant with diamond eyes is the
second Chinese Zodiac inspired creation by
Fabergé in a limited edition of just 38. Last
year Fabergé released the monkey pendant
(2016 Year of the Monkey), which was also
limited to 38 pieces. In a way, this year’s design was foreshadowed by Fabergé’s creation of a locket pendant of similar design
although containing a hen, inspired by the
first original Imperial Egg, in their Heritage
collection. 2017 marks the reunification of
the golden hen with her golden partner.

www.carnetjewellery.com

‘Rooster Earrings’ in 18K white
gold set with carved jade disks
and white diamonds.

Even though Carnet by Michelle Ong is
universal in spirit, one can often see the
Chinese and Asian influences that pepper her beautiful work (flowers, lattice
motifs, etc). In celebration of 2017, the
splendid Rooster Earrings are a perfect
homage to both her roots and the year
ahead as they encompass the best of
Chinese symbols in the form of jade that
has been expertly and finely carved in
the manner of an ancestral ritual object.
They are delicate yet bold, a reference
to nature’s beauty, but with a Carnet
twist. “I am passionate about combining beautiful elements together to create a new fabulous jewel”, the maestro
says.

www.suzannesyz.ch

Suzanne Syz has a canny eye for unconventional designs and
experimentation, a respectful touch when it comes to gems, in
the sense that they are often treated as nature intended, and an
exuberance that infuses her work. What better way to express
creativity than to embody the spirit of playfulness with an approach aimed at making one smile! Finding novel contemporary materials that can be incorporated in her designs is a cornerstone of this innovative designer’s approach, and so for this
avian piece she opted for black obsidian, the natural occurring
volcanic glass, that is meant to protect one’s aura from psychic
negativity. So men rejoice! This luxurious pair of cufflinks will be
as much a conversation starter, as an amulet.

‘Rooster Cufflinks’ in 18K
white gold and sterling
silver set with obsidians.

www.lydiacourteille.com

Ring in 18K black gold set with
rubies (4.78 carats), black diamonds
(0.82 carat), fancy sapphires (9.10
carats), red garnets (0.56 carat) and
one opal (2.6 gr).

To conclude our selection of rooster-inspired
marvels, a striking number of which exude both
the fierceness and pageantry of the bird, only
Lydia Courteille could have imagined such a
grandiose ring. While other designers may have
depicted their rooster with a gentle accent, this
one is firmly dominant, not aggressively so but

rather boisterously. In this version, the comb is
a crown adorned with ruby beads and the rooster holds an incandescent opal stone in its beak.
The many multi-colour sapphires also amplify
the illusion of fiery plumage. Has it just caught
the opal or is the bird presenting it to you as an
offering?

www.cartier.com
‘Djinn Necklace’ in platinum set with seven
briolette-cut diamonds (19.50 carats), three
fancy yellow VVS1/VS1 modified cushion-shaped
diamonds (4.32 carats), one fancy yellow VVS2
and one fancy intense yellow VS2 cushion-shaped
rose-cut diamonds (2.97 carats), one 1.14-carat
fancy intense yellow VVS2 modified rectangularshaped round-cornered diamond, one 1.12-carat
fancy yellow VS2 oval-shaped diamond, yellow
briolette-cut diamonds, yellow pear-shaped
diamonds, onyx and brilliant-cut diamonds.

Now to jewels that embody the Chinese colour
scheme recommended for 2017.
Alchemists and magicians often call for the appearance of otherworldly forces as they revere a number of mythical creatures with extraordinary powers. In the ‘Djinn’ necklace from Cartier Magicien,
Jacqueline Karachi, the Director of High Jewellery,
has drawn inspiration from the supernatural genies
in early Arabian and later Islamic mythology and theology. The loose ensemble could almost look tribal
(two strands from which beaded tassels hang) if it
were not for the sheer amount of fancy yellow diamonds and the intricate diamond paved disks interspaced with onyx that compose the strands. It is a
stupendous necklace, utterly haute joaillerie, which
plays with a sense of casualness.

www.cartier.com

‘Djinn Necklace’ in platinum set with seven
briolette-cut diamonds (19.50 carats), three
fancy yellow VVS1/VS1 modified cushion-shaped
diamonds (4.32 carats), one fancy yellow VVS2
and one fancy intense yellow VS2 cushion-shaped
rose-cut diamonds (2.97 carats), one 1.14-carat
fancy intense yellow VVS2 modified rectangularshaped round-cornered diamond, one 1.12-carat
fancy yellow VS2 oval-shaped diamond, yellow
briolette-cut diamonds, yellow pear-shaped
diamonds, onyx and brilliant-cut diamonds.

www.moussaieff.co.uk
Bond Street Boutique:
172 New Bond Street, London,
UK +44 20 7290 1536.
Hong Kong Office:
4208 Gloucester Tower,
Landmark, Central,
Hong Kong +852 2110 2232

In the ‘Curse of the Golden Flower’ movie directed by Zhang Yimou, the lead actress Gong
Li shines as the Empress Phoenix and in that
capacity, she is required to wear several magnificent costumes, ceremonial head dresses and sumptuous golden jewellery throughout the storyline. In retrospect, she could well
have worn the following resplendent chandelier earrings by Moussaieff. From their delicate and imperfect symmetry to their varied
cuts and hues, the earrings evoke fine embroidered tapestries. Furthermore the choice of
multi-coloured diamonds (in tones of yellows
and browns supported by white) is dazzling as
much as sensual and a prime example of what
precious glow means.

Chandelier earrings in 18K
white gold set with multicoloured fancy-cut natural
diamonds (48 carats).

www.chopard.com
‘L.U.C XP Urushi – Year of the Rooster Watch’,
case in 18K rose gold with glare-proofed
sapphire crystal, mechanical self-winding
movement, 22K gold bevelled, engraved and
guilloché oscillating weight, dial handcrafted
in Japan using Urushi lacquer technique and
mother-of-pearl marquetry, gilded Dauphinetype hours and minutes hands, hand-sewn black
alligator leather strap, 18K rose gold pin buckle,
limited edition of 88.

As for haute horlogerie, some watchmakers do issue
Zodiac inspired pieces each year, thereby growing
a thematic collection one timepiece at a time.
In keeping with such an established annual tradition, Chopard is devoting a new limited series of its
L.U.C XP Urushi watch to the Chinese Zodiac: the
L.U.C XP Urushi – Year of the Rooster. The sign of
the Yin metal rooster is depicted on an exceptional lacquered dial made using the ancestral Urushi
technique. Handcrafted in Japan by a master lacquer artist, this applied arts masterpiece adorns a
new interpretation of this ultra-thin and eminently
refined L.U.C watch, thereby uniting Swiss, Chinese
and Japanese traditions within these timepieces.

www.chopard.com

‘L.U.C XP Urushi – Year of the Rooster Watch’,
case in 18K rose gold with glare-proofed
sapphire crystal, mechanical self-winding
movement, 22K gold bevelled, engraved and
guilloché oscillating weight, dial handcrafted
in Japan using Urushi lacquer technique and
mother-of-pearl marquetry, gilded Dauphinetype hours and minutes hands, hand-sewn black
alligator leather strap, 18K rose gold pin buckle,
limited edition of 88.

www.faberge.com

‘Fabergé Lady Levity – Limited Edition Rooster
Watch’, case in 18K rose gold, domed sapphire
crystal and case back with anti-reflective
treatment, exclusive hand-wound Fabergé
movement (Agenhor calibre 6911), white motherof-pearl external dial with printed indices, micro
structuration of the rooster effigy in platinum
on specifically-crafted domed sapphire crystal,
alligator strap, 18K rose gold Fabergé pin
buckle, limited edition of 38.

In contrast, for Fabergé, 2017 marks the first
time the house has created a timepiece celebrating the Chinese New Year. Astutely the new
design is a derivative of the acclaimed Fabergé
Lady Levity watch and it uses ‘a technique never previously used by a watchmaker in this decorative manner’. The rooster motif at the centre
of the watch appears or disappears depending
on lighting conditions. It is crafted in platinum
on a domed sapphire crystal set on an elevated
mother-of-pearl disc at the centre of the watch.
It is a masterly play of hide-and-seek, illusion
and a sense of secrecy.

www.jaquet-droz.com
‘Petite Heure Minute Rooster
Watch’, ivory grand feu enamel
dial with miniature painting, 18K
red gold case set with diamonds
(1.23 carats), self-winding
mechanical movement, limited
edition of 28;

When superlative craftsmanship meets artistry, one often
finds a Jaquet Droz watch. This year the La Chaux-de-Fonds
watchmaker has introduced four models to celebrate the
historic ties between China and the Swiss brand. For Jaquet
Droz, the rooster is also part of the great naturalist tradition that they cherish. Two of the models pay tribute to
miniature painting in the form of two grand feu enamel dials. The rooster, which is accompanied by peonies to represent springtime renewal, is depicted on the underside
of the hand-engraved oscillating weight in a watercolour
style to echo Chinese calligraphic masterpieces.
The other two models use the miniature sculpture technique. Limited to 28 pieces, the first Petite Heure Minute
Rooster combines volumes of red gold and its unique light
with a dial inlaid with jadeite and mother-of-pearl, which are
hand-engraved in the Jaquet Droz workshops. Jaquet Droz
has also created a limited edition of eight entirely handpainted pieces illuminated by glistening rooster feathers.

www.jaquet-droz.com

(left) ‘Petite Heure Minute Rooster Watch’,
ivory grand feu enamel dial with miniature
painting, 18K red gold case set with
diamonds (1.23 carats), self-winding
mechanical movement, limited edition of 28;
(right) ‘Petite Heure Minute Relief Rooster
Watch’, 18K white gold case set with
diamonds (1.02 carats), 18K white gold
dial inlaid with jadeite and engraved white
mother-of-pearl, with miniature painting
decoration and white mother-of-pearl centre,
hand-painted and engraved 18K white
gold rooster relief applique, self-winding
mechanical movement, limited edition of 8.

www.jaquet-droz.com

www.piaget.com

‘Piaget Altiplano 38mm cloisonné enamel
Watch’, 18K white gold case set with
brilliant-cut diamonds (approx. 0.7
carat), grand feu cloisonné enamel dial
inspired by the Chinese zodiac and
graced with a rooster motif, manufacture
Piaget 430P ultra-thin mechanical
manual-winding movement, black
alligator leather strap with a white gold
ardillon buckle – Piaget, limited edition
of 38, Piaget boutique exclusive.

Every year since 2012, Piaget has showcased that year’s
zodiac sign on the dial of one of its ultra-thin Altiplano
watches, handcrafted in the grand feu cloisonné enamelling tradition. In 2017 the rooster joins the limited edition collection, creatively interpreted within the confines of the watch’s extremely thin case. By partitioning
the enamel pigments using cloisons before they are
fired multiple times at over 800°C in the kiln, world-renowned master enameller Anita Porchet is able to better isolate the shades of grey from light to more intense.
In addition, to mark the 10th anniversary of the famous
Tourbillon Relatif movement, Piaget has created a oneof-a-kind piece inspired by the Chinese zodiac. Both
a master engraver and enameller have collaborated
to create the twelve signs of the Chinese zodiac on the
dial of a Piaget Polo timepiece combining champlevé
grand feu enamelling with delicate hand engravings
of each of the animals.

www.piaget.com

‘Piaget Polo Tourbillon Relatif 45mm
inspired by the Chinese Zodiac with the
12 Zodiac signs hand engraving and
champlevé grand feu enamelling Watch’,
18K white gold case hand-engraved and
champlevé grand feu enamelled case
and dial – manufacture Piaget 608P
mechanical manual-winding Tourbillon
Relatif Movement, black alligator leather
strap with a white gold folding clasp,
one-of-a-kind, Piaget boutique exclusive.

www.piaget.com

‘Piaget Polo Tourbillon Relatif 45mm
inspired by the Chinese Zodiac with the
12 Zodiac signs hand engraving and
champlevé grand feu enamelling Watch’,
18K white gold case hand-engraved and
champlevé grand feu enamelled case
and dial – manufacture Piaget 608P
mechanical manual-winding Tourbillon
Relatif Movement, black alligator leather
strap with a white gold folding clasp,
one-of-a-kind, Piaget boutique exclusive.

www.dior.com

‘Dior VIII Grand Bal Plume – 2017 Chinese
New Year Limited Edition Watch’, polished
stainless steel case, stainless steel bezel set
with brilliant-cut diamonds and decorated
with a yellow gold ring, sapphire crystal
glass and case-back, dial with golden sunbrushing shaded with translucent redcoloured lacquer, automatic movement,
yellow gold oscillating weight on the dial,
decorated with white rooster feathers and
brilliant-cut diamonds (patented), alligator
strap, limited edition of 88.

Finally, as an alternative to the pictorial approach to
the rooster, why not opt for a depiction of an attribute of the bird. As a mother would cut a strand of her
child’s hair and keep it in a locket, Dior has picked
a few delicate feathers from the bird to ornament the
oscillating weights of the ‘Dior VIII Grand Bal Plume
– 2017 Chinese New Year Limited Edition’ watch. The
rooster is further evoked through its colour ways with a
sun-brushed yellow gold and red-coloured dial, and a
shiny red alligator strap.

Chaoqiuhe@qq.com
(site to be launched in March 2017)

Three-way transformable
earrings in 18K white gold set
with two Colombian emeralds
(respectively 10.11 & 10.06
carats - minor oil treatment),
5.68 carats of colourless
diamonds, one-of-a- kind.

Last but not least, I would like to honour the
Chinese New Year by shedding light on two
‘emerging’ jewellers from the middle kingdom
(specifically Shanghai, however both of them
with a reach beyond China through strong
Europeans and North American ties).
Chaoqiu comes from an affluent family well-established in jadeite trading and art collecting.
Her family’s deep-rooted passion in the field
helped her have access to fine gemstones at a
very young age. After working with prestigious

names such as Rappaport Diamonds, Chaoqiu
founded QIU Fine Jewelry, her own design studio in 2014. She strives to work with one-of-kind
gemstones to create bespoke and timeless jewellery pieces, and her philosophy has always
been to present her clients with unique jewellery, containing a wealth of details and textures,
worthy of the most exquisite precious stones. This
year she continued to gain worldwide attention
by becoming one of the 20 global ambassadors
for the renowned fashion website Farfetch.com.

www.FENG-J.com
(under renovation – re-launch February 2017)
contact@feng-j.com
Lac des Cygnes Brooch & Pendant’ in
18K white gold set with crystal Opal,
moonstones and rose-cut diamonds.

FENG.J established her Haute Joaillerie brand in Paris
and Shanghai in 2014. Naturally embracing Chinese
cultural elements in her design, she revels in artfully
interpreting them in a contemporary way. It is worth
noting that her great-grandfather was a famous court
painter who made the portraits for the last emperor
and royal family of the QING Dynasty, and this may explain her unbridled artistic sensibility.
With a Bachelor Degree of Product Design in China
Academy of Art, her Master Degree of Jewelry Design in
University of the Arts London, her diploma as Graduated
Gemologist from the G.I.A (Gemological Institute of
America) and a professional certificate from the Gubelin
Academy in Switzerland, the young maverick is an
expert that now revels in creating phantasmagorical
wonders.
FENG.J is invited to exhibit her works at the Armory
Place’s Salon of Art & Design in New York this November
2017.

www.FENG-J.com
(under renovation – re-launch February 2017)
contact@feng-j.com

‘Danseur Ballet Brooch & Pendant’
in 18K white and yellow gold set with
Akoya pearls, emeralds, tzavorites,
rubies, moonstones, diamonds and
mother-of-pearl.

